FLAG RETIEMENT CEREMONY

Leader #1:  
In a few moments, we will begin retiring the flag of the United States of America.  This is a solemn ceremony, and we ask that you all show the proper respect for the flag and those who have fought so hard for it and everything it represents.  Please sit and remain quiet until the ceremony is finished.

Leader #2:  
I am your flag.  I appear in many places.  I have taken many forms and been called many names.  I was authorized by Congress in 1818 in the form you see now and have remained unchanged except to add a new star each July 4th after a new state joined the union until I reached my present number of 50

I am more than just red, white and blue cloth shaped into a design.  I am a silent sentinel of freedom.  People of every country in the world know me on sight.  Many countries love me as you do.  Other countries look at me with contempt because they don’t allow the freedom of Democracy that I represent – but my country looks on me with respect.  I am strong and the people of America have made me strong.  My strength comes from your willingness to give help to those who are in need.  You strive for world peace yet stand ready to fight oppression.  You send resources and offer technology to less fortunate countries so they may strive to become self-sufficient.  You feed starving children.  You offer a home to anyone who will pledge allegiance to me.

Your sons gather beneath me to offer their lives on the battlefields, to preserve the Liberty I represent.  That’s why I love the American people.  That’s why I have flown so proudly all these years.

Scouts and their families are some of my favorite people.  I listen to your patriotic songs.  I’m there at your flag ceremonies and I appreciate the tender care you give me.  I feel the love when you salute as I pass by and I ripple with pleasure when I see it.

Leader #3:

Our flag is the symbol of our country.  Have you ever stopped to think what the flag really means?

The blue in our flag stands for the valor with which our ancestors fought and died in the many battles that have been fought for our country and all for which it stands.

The white stands for the purity in all our hearts.  It also represent the honor that each of us should show in our everyday lives.

The red stands for all of the men and women who have died in the service of our country, both as members of the armed forces and everyday citizens.

Now I am tired and it’s time for me to rest in the sacred flames of your campfire.  My colors are faded and my cloth is tattered but my spirit remains unbroken.  

Tonight, the leaders of our pack will ceremoniously place several pieces of this flag in the fire.  While doing so, the significance of each piece will be read to the audience.

As each piece of the flag is placed in the fire, read the appropriate reading
First stripe:  The 13 stripes stand for the 13 original colonies which are:  Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York, North Carolina, and Rhode Island

Second stripe:  The white stands for purity

Third stripe:  The red stands for courage

Fourth stripe:  Give me liberty or give me death

Fifth stripe:  One if by land, two if by sea

Sixth stripe:  We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution of the United States of America

Seventh stripe:  We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal.  They are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights.  Among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness
Eighth stripe:  Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof
Ninth stripe:  Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech or press
Tenth stripe:  Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal
Eleventh stripe:  The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state because they are female
Twelfth stripe:  Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country
Thirteenth stripe:  One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind
Blue field with stars:  The field of blue with stars pays homage to the 50 states that together make up this great nation.
Prayer of flag retirement


Almighty God, captain of all hosts and commander over all, bless and consecrate this present hour.  We thank thee for our country and its flag and for all the liberty for which it stands.  To the purging flame we commit these flags, worn out in worthy service.  As they yield their substance to the fire, may thy holy light spread over us and bring to our hearts renewed devotion to God and county.
We now ask that each pair of Scouts comes forward to retire their individual flag.  One group at a time, solemnly and silently after the previous flag has been consumed by the flames. 
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